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Wayne Kostur
Parks & Recreation
Gene Wright,
Comm. of Fire Services
Carol Speed,
Comm. of Public Works
Sally Thompson,
Comm. of Administration
Pat Gibson
Comm. of Library

JULY MEETINGS
All meetings are at City Hall unless
otherwise indicated.
Livestock Commission
As Needed
Planning Commission
Wednesday, 10th @ 6:00 pm
City Council Meeting

*****
CITY HALL HOURS

Monday – Friday
8am - 5pm
(open during lunch)
Closed
all legal holidays

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY
AMERICA
CITY PHONE
NUMBERS
City Hall

566-3862

City Shop

566-0228

Library

566-2470

Emergency 911
Non-Emergency Sheriff
Dispatch 541-966-3651

CITY HALL CLOSURES

Thursday, 11th @ 6:00pm
Cemetery Meeting
Tuesday, 16th @ 5:30 pm

Athena Public Library activities during July:
Summer activities at the library are really picking up in
July! We’re already enjoying The Universe of Stories this
summer.
July 2 at 3:15 – Traveling Lantern will present My Mother the
Astronaut
July 9 at 6:30pm – Adult Book Club will discuss Packing for
Mars by Mary Roach
July 10 at 2:00pm – Space Burritos!
July 10 at 6:00pm – Teen Craft Night (6th grade and up)

Library Board

July 11 at 3:00pm – Crafternoon, DIY Sundial

Monday 1st @ 5:30 pm

July 17 at 3:00pm – Crafternoon, Solar Ovens

CITY OF ATHENA
WEBSITE
Our new website has now
gone live! Be sure to check
out our new website at
www.cityofathena.com. It is
your “one stop shop” for all
things Athena!”
Athena Travel Club Fundraiser
The Athena Travel Club will be going
to Europe the summer of 2020; we
will be visiting London, France, Rome
and Florence! However, we need
your recycles! We will be collecting
recycles every 3rd Saturday of the
month until May 2020, and put
forward the money to our Europe
Trip. Please contact Travis Yunk at
541-612-2254 or Trinity Yunk at

July 18 at 2:00 or 3:15 – OMSI Portable Planetarium
July 20 at 7:00pm – Moon Landing Party – All ages are invited
to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the moon landing. Dress
up in your 1969 best and enjoy a broadcast of the moon
landing with Walter Cronkite!
July 24 at 2:00pm – Stop Motion Videos
July 25 at 3:00pm – Crafternoon, Sun Prints
July 31 at 2:00pm – Team Moon Reader’s Theater
As a reminder, library policy states that children 6 years and
under must be accompanied by an adult or other responsible
party while at the library. We love having your kids at the
library but we don’t offer babysitting services. When you’re
thinking about if your kids are ready to come to the library
alone, consider if you would send them other places alone or
let them stay home alone. We don’t monitor when people of
any age come to the library or leave the library, what they
check out or what they are doing on the computer.
Don’t forget, the library will be closed Wednesday, July
4th. Happy Independence Day!

Tlyunk@hotmail.com

City Hall, Public
Works, and the
Athena Library will
be closed July 4, 2019
for the Independence
Day Holiday. We will
re-open on Friday,
July 5th.

ATHENA CALEDONIAN GAMES
Athena Caledonian Games is July 13 & 14.....step right up and join in the
parade, the sports competition or throw horseshoes. You can cheer on
our Athena dancers in the Dance Competition! Friday dinner in the park
will feature Celtic fiddler, Anna Burgess! And we will hear Boise
Highlanders and Skweez the Weezle.
www.athenacaledonian.org for more information.

ATHENA CITY NEWSLETTER JULY 2019

Page 2

MINUTES OF THE JUNE 13TH REGULAR MEETING OF THE ATHENA CITY COUNCIL
June 13, 2019
Attendance: Mayor Becky Schroeder called the regular meeting of the Athena City Council to order at 6:02 pm in the
Miller Family Community Room. Roll was taken with Councilors Pat Gibson, Carol Speed, Sally Thompson and Gene
Wright present. Wayne Kostur was excused. City Recorder Nancy Parker and thirteen guests were also in attendance.
Mayor Schroeder led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Business from the Public:
Athena Chamber of Commerce: April McKenna passed out a schedule of events for the Chambers so there would be
no confusion with what they sponsor and what the Main Street Association sponsors. The yard sale was a success. They
will be serving Root beer Floats in the park during Hodaka Days and holding Tuesday Market in the park during
Caledonian Games.
Main Street Association (MSA): Forty people attended the open house for the Stahl building on the 31st.
The Athena Travel Club at the High School requested permission to have concession in the park during pool hours.
They would like to serve healthy food options, and will be responsible for trash and clean up. They will be traveling to
Europe in the summer of 2020 and are looking for ways to raise money. A motion was made, seconded, and approve 4-0
to grant the request.
They will also be holding a Recycle Fund Raiser the 3rd Saturday of each month.
Luna Dennett read a letter concerning the amount of litter, trash bags and cigarette butts in town. She would like to
see more trash cans at various locations throughout town, including the park and skate parks, and businesses.
Councilors complimented Luna on her spirit, zeal and community involvement. They suggested she partner with the
Travel Club concession area to educate others about the need to be respectful and appropriate use of trash bins.
Jesse Bonifer and Eric Carlos inquired about a Community Watch Program, the Reserve Deputy Force, and requested
a conversation with the Sheriff’s Department. The council would also like to see a representative from the Sheriff’s
Department start attending council meetings again.
Consent Agenda: A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes of the 5/9/19 regular meeting, the financial
statements and bills. Motion carried unanimously.
Actionable Items: Joe Franell from Eastern Oregon Telecom answered questions and concerns about the franchise.
He passed out an independent customer service survey and explained how issues are addressed. After discussion a
motion was made and seconded to approve Ordinance 10.7 Eastern Oregon Telecom Franchise and Ordinance 10.8
Eastern Oregon Telecom Set Aside. Motion carried 4-0.
A motion was made and seconded to approve Resolution 2019-04 Adopting the Budget, Make Appropriations,
and Improve and Categorize the Tax, and Resolution 2019-05 Declaring the City’s Election to Receive State Revenues
for Fiscal Year 2019-2020. Motion was approved 4-0.
A letter was received from Umatilla County Commissioner George Murdock further explaining the request for
funds for the Complete Census Committee. A motion was made and seconded to provide $250. Motion passed 4-0.
The council appointed Nicci Harrison-Kenney to fill the vacant position on the Library Board.
Monica Becker, representing parents of the Class of 2020 requested permission to hold a Color Run fundraiser.
After discussion about what it is, if it is harmful, and how to clean up after; a motion was made and seconded to
approve the request. The date was left open and the Chamber would like to coordinate with them about holding it
during the Community Night Out celebration.
A letter was submitted from Steven Klein about the smoking and vandalism happening on the side of the library
next to his property at night. He requested the bench in that area be moved to the front of the library. Librarian
Kristin Williams reported she is getting estimates to have cameras installed, turns off the internet at night, and is
addressing moving the bench.
Committee Reports:
Planning Commission: The planning meeting was cancelled. Councilor Speed expressed concern about commission
members receiving compensation when meetings are cancelled, or how the compensation can be restructured. A heated
discussion followed with no agreement reached.
Livestock: Rick Freston submitted a letter of interest and was appointed to the Livestock Commission.
Old Business: Discussion on the Chronic Nuisance property ordinance will be tabled until a new code enforcement
officer is hired.
New Business: None
Minutes Continued on page 3
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City Council Minutes cont…
Business from the Departments & Councilors:
Parks & Rec: Many compliments on the park were received after the numerous graduation parties held there. Good job Public
Works!
Fire: The EURFD contract was approved.
Public Works: A report was submitted.
Library: The Library received a $4,200 grant for coding, and requested permission to discontinue charging fees for overdue
books. Kristin explained the reasoning leading to the change. A motion was made, seconded and approved 4-0 to accept the
proposal.
Administration: Nancy attended PDIV in Tacoma this week, and will be in Salem next week for the Oregon Parks and Recreation
Grant Selection Committee meeting.
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 7:53 pm. The next regular council meeting will be July 11, 2019
@ 6:00 pm in the Miller Family Community Room.
*Minutes are subject to council approval, any correction's or additions will appear in the next newsletter
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

East Umatilla County Ambulance Area Health District
Medic 400
541-566-3813
PO Box 640, Athena, OR 97813
Fax 877-469-6944
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

The monthly meeting was called to order by Chairwoman Chrys Wernlund at 7:03 p.m. Board members present were Chrys Wernlund, Chris
Williams, and Carol Kirk. Board members absent were Elizabeth McIntyre and Katie Brewer. Others in attendance were Mark Moore-Administrator,
Rachelle Roggiero-RN, and Suzie Reitz.
A motion to approve the agenda was made by C.Williams and seconded by C. Kirk. The motion carried 3-0, all in favor, none opposed (CW)(CW)
(CK).
C. Kirk moved to approve the minutes from the May 16th, 2019 BOD meeting. C. Williams seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-0, all in favor,
none opposed (CW)(CW)(CK).
C. Kirk moved to accept and approve the May 2019 Treasurers Report and June bills for payment, and C. Williams seconded. Motion carried 3-0, all
in favor, none opposed (CW)(CW)(CK).
Public Comment: None
Old Business
Bookkeeping for Payroll: JoAnn McKern will be taking over payroll and liabilities, to include quarterly and annual reports to be sent to the state and
federal government, for $20/hr. She will have a login for the East Umatilla Fire & Rescue Quickbooks account to do payroll. C. Williams moved to
allow JoAnn McKern cash management access only at Bank of Eastern Oregon. It was realized that she does not need access through the Medic 400
bank account but does need it through the new entity bank account and that board will make a motion at their meeting.
IGA Update: Attorneys have reviewed the IGA document and all parties have signed it. Crews have been working together for quite
a while now. The attorneys have not had any real issues, only some minor concerns, but nothing that will cause the IGA not to
move forward with a start date of July 1, 2019.
GEMT and Ambulance Billing: We are enrolled in the GEMT program for possible reimbursement for calls in 2018. Ambulance
billing through UCFD1 has been going well.
New Business
Resolution for EMT class: Mark will draw up a resolution to participate in the EMT class through BMCC that starts this fall term.
They offered to let us teach the class out at Medic 400 but students would not receive college credit for the course. They will
host a pod here at the Medic 400 building for our students to attend and they will have to go to BMCC for the skills weekends/
labs. Medic 400 will offer scholarships and students will need to apply for them and agree to stipulations or sign contracts. The
resolution will reflect the final decisions.
Administrators Report: Presented by Mark Moore
Election Results: County certificates were distributed to the candidates who were awarded the most votes (Chrys Wernlund, Carol
Kirk, Kim Herron [not present]). Kim Herron will fill Katie Brewer’s seat July 1, 2019.
Business from the Board
Chrys Wernlund asked that Medic 400 board members man an informational table at the weekly Tuesday Market in Athena from 4pm-7pm. Board
members expressed their time commitments and unavailability. M400 staff, when working those Tuesdays, will attempt to be present for some time
to answer questions from the public and just be available there.
The next regular meeting is set for July 18, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.
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CHAMBER NEWS

The Athena Chamber of Commerce invites the Community to the 2nd Annual Community Night Out
Friday August 2, 2019 on Main Street, Athena
Local Vendors, Kid Activities and Local Talent Entertainment and Live music by The Wasteland Kings
Please contact the Chamber of Commerce if you’re interested in having a Free Booth Space during
the event to advertise, fundraise or vend OR if you’re interested in being a musical act to preform
before the main event that evening.
Call Katie Zmuda 541-969-4810 or Email athenachamber@gmail.com
Yard of the Month is BACK this summer!
Nomination forms are located at the Tuesday Market and the Post Office – you can bring your entries
to any Tuesday Market or email the information to the Chamber’s email.
The Chamber will again host a “Tuesday Market” at the CITY park during Saturday of Caledonian
Games. Come support Caledonian Games and your favorite local vendors!
Tuesday Market is held at Dugger Park every Tuesday in June and July from 4pm – 7pm.
Being a vendor is FREE and FUN!
Dinner is available every week by the Athena Student Travel Club.
————————————————————————————————————————————-
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