
April 9, 2026 
 
Attendance: Mayor Schroeder called the regular meeting of the Athena City Council to order 
at 6:00pm. Roll was taken with Councilors Thompson, Manderscheid, Shurtz, Zmuda, and 
Martinez present. City Recorder Jen Thul and 1 guest were also present. Mayor Schroeder led 
everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Business from the Public:    
 
Athena Mainstreet Association – Citizen of the Year Banquet held last Friday, all tables 
sponsored, tickets sold out, very successful event.  
 
Athena Caledonian Games – project proposals submitted for park upgrades – discussion on 
feasibility and financial impact. Planning a grant for the walking path upgrade. Will revisit the 
parking lot upgrade. 
 
Consent Agenda:   Approval of 3/12/26 Council meeting minutes, financial statements, and 
bills. A motion was made and seconded to approve the council meeting minutes, financial 
statements and bills from March. Motion passed 5-0. 
 
Actionable Items:  DEQ Clean Water State Revolving Fund Design Loan Agreement No. 
RC0044 – A motion was made and seconded to approve the design loan agreement as 
presented. Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Umatilla County Sheriff Contract – law enforcement services for 2026-2031 – Discussion on 
contract changes as requested. A motion was made and seconded to approve the contract as 
presented. Motion carried 5-0.  
 
Committee Reports 
Planning Commission: The commission reviewed open permits and approved an address 
change request.  
 
Old Business:  

Swimming Pool – project scheduled with Mid-America for June 1-11, tentative open date June 
15th  

New Business:  Mayor Schroeder appointed Aaron Speed to the planning commission to fulfill 
the remainder of the term ending 12/31/2028. 
 
Jen reminded Councilors to complete their SEI filing– due April 15th 
 
Business from the Departments & Councilors:   
Library: Painting project completed. Carpet cleaning scheduled for 4/10/26. Very busy with 
programs and spring cleaning.  
Parks & Rec: Reviewed pool plans, will post notice immediately of pool opening on 
readerboard/website/newsletter and full schedule coming out in May.  
Public Works:  Crew working on water leaks around town. Upcoming position open for 
seasonal laborer, June-September, $20/hour.  
Fire: Report in packet. 
Sheriff: Approved new contract.  
Administration: Karrah out on maternity leave thru July. Michelle covering Fridays thru June 



then her contract is complete. Jen has a meeting next week with HS Principal and Weston 
Recorder to plan community service projects for students, discussion on how to get the word 
out and handle sign ups.  
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:42 pm. The next regular 
council meeting will be May 14, 2026 @ 6:00 pm.    
 
Approved: Becky Schroeder, Mayor        
Attested: Jen Thul, City Recorder          


