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Subject: Important Notice: Annual Backflow Device Testing Requirement – Due December 31, 2026 

Dear Resident, 

The City of Athena would like to remind you of the annual requirement to have your backflow prevention 
device tested. 
 
This notice applies to anyone with an irrigation system of any kind. Other common backflow devices include 
fire sprinkler systems and commercial fountain soda machines. 

The State of Oregon requires all backflow prevention devices to be tested each year, and the City is 
responsible for tracking compliance with this regulation. Additionally, Oregon Administrative Rule (OAR) 333-
061-0070, under the Oregon Health Authority (OHA), mandates backflow testing to protect public water 
systems and allows water suppliers to disconnect service if a device is not tested. 

Important Update: 
In the past, the City coordinated backflow testing services and included the cost as a fee on your water/sewer 
bill. Moving forward, the City of Athena will no longer provide this service. Property owners are now 
responsible for scheduling their own inspections with a certified backflow tester. 

What You Need to Do: 
• Schedule your annual backflow test with a certified tester 
• Ensure the inspection is completed and submitted by December 31, 2026 
• Submit your test results to City Hall, in person or by mail at: 
PO Box 686, Athena, OR 97813 

A list of certified testers in Umatilla County is included for your convenience. 

Why This Matters: 
A backflow prevention device protects the public drinking water system from contamination. A cross 
connection occurs when a drinking water line is connected to a non-potable source, such as an irrigation 
system. Under certain conditions—such as changes in water pressure—backflow can occur, allowing 
contaminants to enter the drinking water supply. 

Annual testing ensures that your backflow device is functioning properly and continues to protect both your 
property and the community’s water system. 

http://www.cityofathena.com/


State Requirement: 
The City’s Cross Connection Control Program is mandated by the Oregon Health Authority under Oregon 
Administrative Rules (OAR 333-061-0070). These regulations are in place to safeguard public health and 
maintain a safe and reliable drinking water system. 

We understand this change may be an adjustment, and we appreciate your cooperation in taking on this 
responsibility. By ensuring your backflow device is tested annually, you are helping protect the quality of 
drinking water for the entire community. 

If you have any questions or need assistance, please contact Athena City Hall. 

Sincerely, 
Athena City Hall 
 
BELOW IS THE LIST OF CERTIFIED TESTERS IN UMATILLA COUNTY 

Name Phone number Employer Expiration date(s)
Alyson N. Kennedy 541-276-5945 McLaughlin Landscaping 12/31/2026
Daniel W. Deist 541-276-5945 McLaughlin Landscape 12/31/2026
Douglas J. Kline 541-276-2999 Kline Landscape & Irrigation, Inc. 12/31/2026
Jakob D. Solomon 541-379-2547 ROUND-UP CITY PLUMBING 12/31/2027
Jarrett L. Jones 541-429-2544 ROUND-UP CITY PLUMBING 12/31/2026
Jeffrey S. Torrence 541-240-1645 Landmark Lawns, LLC 12/31/2027
Marcus V. Morris 541-276-1161 Rob Merriman Plumbing & Heating 12/31/2027
Matthew I. Morris 541-276-7221 Rob Merriman Plumbing 12/31/2027
Michael A. Woolfolk 541-272-9503 Aboveboard Electric and Plumbing 12/31/2027
Morgan A. Styvar 541-429-2544 ROUND-UP CITY PLUMBING 12/31/2027
Nathan A. Carper 541-938-5451 CARTER PLUMBING INC 12/31/2026
Paul S. Partida 541-276-5945 McLaughlin Landscaping 12/31/2027
Randy Coller 541-561-7078 Mechanix Inc 12/31/2026
Shannon E. Miller 541-969-0949 Freewater Plumbing, LLC 12/31/2027
Steven W. Peterson 541-561-1980 Peterson Backflow Testing LLC 12/31/2027
Ted T. Sams 509-520-5963 American Lawn & Landscape 12/31/2027
Travis C. Hegele 503-519-3604 SAR Environmental LLC 12/31/2026
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